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below the drinking water MCL for PCE of 5.0 µg/L. CVWD monitors PCE occurrence in domestic wells 

and installs new wells outside areas of concern or at greater depths to avoid this constituent.  

Figure 3-5: Coachella Valley Groundwater Basin Perched Zone 

 

Source: CVWD 2002  

Salinity 

Some areas in the Coachella Valley such as Oasis and Salton City, as well as areas near fault lines, have 

naturally-occurring high salinity groundwater (CVWD, 2010). TDS concentrations in groundwater may 

increase from artificial recharge of imported water (see Imported Water, below), from septic system waste 

disposal, saline underflows from the Desert Hot Springs sub-basin, and percolation of treated wastewater 

(CVWD et al., 2013). TDS concentrations in the groundwater basin need to be managed properly to 

prevent long-term degradation of groundwater quality in the basin. Potential options to manage TDS 

concentrations may have high costs; however in accordance with the Recycled Water Policy, the agencies 

are currently developing a Salt and Nutrient Management Plan to address this constituent throughout the 

Region (CVWD, 2010; CVWD et al., 2013). Although TDS concentrations in the groundwater have 

increased over the past decades, concentrations of TDS remain below the MCL, and vary greatly across 

the Coachella Valley. 

If desalination of groundwater, imported water supplies, or agricultural drain water from the CVSC is 

implemented, brine discharge and management will be a major issue in the Coachella Valley in the future. 

Considerations include high costs for handling and disposing brine, large land areas for evaporation 

ponds, and regulatory issues associated with disposal (CVWD, 2010; CVWD et al., 2013).  

Arsenic 

Arsenic concentrations as high as 162 μg/L (compared to the MCL of 10 μg/L) have been observed in 

some East Valley municipal water supply wells, and as a result, groundwater treatment facilities have 

been built and operated to reduce arsenic levels in potable water supplies. In Coachella and the 

unincorporated East Valley communities of Mecca, Oasis, and Thermal, 19 wells at mobile home parks 
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Figure 4-5

Riverside County

Statewide median household invome (MHI) in 
year 2000 was $47,493. Disadvantaged 
communities are considered those who earned 
less than $37,994 (80% Statewide MHI). Data 
analyzed at the census tract level.
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Figure 4-6

Riverside County

Statewide median household invome (MHI) in 
year 2010 was $62,401. Disadvantaged 
communities are considered those who earned 
less than $49,921 (80% Statewide MHI). Data 
analyzed on the census block-group level.Source: Nielsen Claritas 2010
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Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data - American 
Community Survey Median Household Income 
(MHI), by block group. DACs are defined as
having MHI of 80% of Statewide MHI. For 2010,
DACs were households earning $48,706 or less 
per year. Severely DAC are areas with MHI 60%
or less of Statewide MHI. Severely DACs earn 
less than $36,531 in 2010.
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Figure 4-9

Riverside County

Imperial County

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data - American 
Community Survey Median Household Income 
(MHI), by block group. DACs are defined as
having MHI of 80% of Statewide MHI. For 2010,
DACs were households earning $48,706 or less 
per year. 



!!!
!

!

!

!
!

!
!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!

!

! ! !

!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

! ! ! !
!

!
!

! !
!

!

!

!
!

! !

!

!

!

!

!

!

!
!

!
!

!

!

!

! !

!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!
!

!

!
!

!

! !
! !

!

!

!

!

!
!

! ! !
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

! ! ! !
!

! !
!

!
!

!

!

!

!

§̈¦10

Riverside County

San Bernardino County

San Diego County

Salton Sea

µ
File Name: Fig 4-10_Dwelling Type 01242014.mxd

File Location:N:\Projects\0574-002 Coachella IRWM Plan Update
\03_GIS\MXD\Figure Updates_Public Draft

Date Updated: January 24, 2014
Department: RMC Water & Environment

Dwelling Type
Mobile Home Park

Apartment

Single Family Home

Unknown

MHP validated during June 2012 study

Division between West and East Valley

!

!

! Colorado River Aqueduct

Coachella and All American Canals

Whitewater River Storm Water Channel

Coachella Valley Storm Water Channel

Highways

Water Bodies

Coachella Valley IRWM Region

Colorado River Funding Area

County Lines

Survey Area

Disadvantaged Community (DAC)

0 5 102.5

Miles

Dwelling Type for 
Survey Respondents

Figure 4-10
Riverside County

Imperial County

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data - American 
Community Survey Median Household Income 
(MHI), by block group. DACs are defined as
having MHI of 80% of Statewide MHI. For 2010,
DACs were households earning $48,706 or less 
per year. 
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Figure 4-11

Riverside County

Imperial County

*Based on respondents' perceptions of supply
origin, Results have not been independently 
validated.
Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data - American 
Community Survey Median Household Income 
(MHI), by block group. DACs are defined as
having MHI of 80% of Statewide MHI. For 2010,
DACs were households earning $48,706 or less 
per year. 
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Figure 4-12

Riverside County

Imperial County

* Respondents' perception of tap water quality.
Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data - American 
Community Survey Median Household Income 
(MHI), by block group. DACs are defined as
having MHI of 80% of Statewide MHI. For 2010,
DACs were households earning $48,706 or less 
per year. 
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Figure 4-13
Riverside County

Imperial County

* Respondents' perception of the type
of wastewater system they have.
Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data - American 
Community Survey Median Household Income 
(MHI), by block group. DACs are defined as
having MHI of 80% of Statewide MHI. For 2010,
DACs were households earning $48,706 or less 
per year. 
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DWR California's Flood Future Report, 2013
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